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Can	  we	  connect	  the	  dots?	  
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The	  Research	  	  



Legisla<on	  Regula<ng	  Water	  	  
in	  Ontario	  	  	  

Ministry	  of	  
Natural	  

Resources	  	  

Lakes	  and	  Rivers	  	  
Improvement	  Act	  

Public	  Lands	  Act	  

Ministry	  of	  
Environment	  	  

Ontario	  Water	  
Resources	  Act	  

Safe	  Drinking	  Water	  
Act	  

Clean	  Water	  Act	  

Sustainable	  Water	  and	  
Sewage	  Systems	  Act	  

Ministry	  of	  
Agriculture	  and	  

Food	  

Nutrient	  Management	  
Act	  



Clean	  Water	  Act,	  2006	  

Related	  Provincial	  and	  Municipal	  Legisla<on	  

• Municipal	  Official	  Plans	  and	  By	  Laws	  

• Planning	  Act	  	  
• Provincial	  Policy	  Statement	  

• Oak	  Ridges	  Moraine	  Conserva9on	  Act	  

• The	  Niagara	  Escarpment	  Plan	  	  

• Greenbelt	  Act	  
• Places	  to	  Grow	  Act	  	  
• Nutrient	  Management	  Act	  

• Building	  Code	  Act	  



Ministry	  of	  Environment	  
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Source	  Protec<on	  CommiVee	  (SPC)	  
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Decisions	  	  	  
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Best	  Prac<ce	  for	  Watershed	  Collabora<ons	  
Explored	  	  	  
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CWA	  Strengths	  	  

•  SWP	  planning	  increased	  communica9on,	  educa9on	  
and	  the	  level	  of	  collabora9on	  

•  Created	  more	  locally	  	  
	  	  	  	  sensi9ve	  policies	  	  	  

•  Combined	  technical	  scien9fic	  	  
	  	  	  	  knowledge	  with	  tradi9onal	  local	  knowledge	  



CWA	  Weaknesses	  

•  Very	  long	  roll	  out	  
•  Only	  includes	  residents	  on	  municipal	  
systems	  

•  LiWle	  public	  interest	  
•  Funding	  and	  technical	  capacity	  for	  	  
implementa9on	  is	  unknown	  	  

•  Municipali9es	  may	  not	  have	  
ownership	  of	  the	  plan	  yet	  they	  have	  
to	  enact	  it	  	  
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Overall:	  Key	  Findings	  	  

•  Case	  studies	  illustrate	  a	  need	  to	  manage	  water	  
differently	  	  

•  Prominent	  issues:	  
•  lack	  of	  integra9on	  
•  conflic9ng	  mandates	  
•  top	  down	  approaches	  and	  downloading	  

•  Support	  for	  cross-‐jurisdic9onal	  ini9a9ves	  	  
•  Capacity	  and	  accountability	  	  
•  Role	  for	  New	  Regionalism?	  	  



Thank	  you	  

Ques9ons?	  



Ques<ons	  	  

•  Do	  you	  have	  examples	  of	  watershed	  
collabora9ons	  in	  your	  own	  community	  or	  
region?	  
•  What	  have	  been	  the	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses	  of	  
these	  collabora9ons?	  	  

•  What	  needs	  to	  change	  in	  your	  community	  or	  
region	  to	  encourage	  a	  more	  regional	  approach	  
to	  watershed	  management?	  


